
You 
could end up 

like Parker and 
the other 

‘Northsiders.’

I’m a 
school teacher 
... I’m a dad ... 

I’m a son … and I’m 
Black. And I’m here 

because I want 
change.

Sadly, on three occasions, 
I had Black youth tell me 
that coaches from other 
schools had told them not 
to attend M.E. Lazerte.

My players faced challenges, but they always worked so 
hard. I treated them like they were my kids. We were a family.

One day in June 2020, I got a call from two of my former students. They asked me to speak at the Black 
Lives Matter March in Edmonton. Shortly after, I called my sister queen Sarah, and we created the Black 
Teachers Association of Alberta, starting a journey toward effecting change in education. 

My players were newcomers, brothers from the global majority, 
students, sons and employees at the mall. But they were all leaders. 

I wondered if 
those coaches 
knew how racist 
they sounded. I did.

When I became a teacher, I wanted to 
create an environment where everyone 
felt included, in class and our community.

In 2016, a large portion of the Black 
population at M.E. Lazerte started 
the Black Students Association.

I was their teacher sponsor, but 
they were the leaders    brave, 
confident and passionate.“WE ALL BELONG HERE.”

My first seven years 
as a teacher, I never 
missed a practice, 

game or class 
except for when 

my own children 
were born. It 
was bigger 
than teaching. 

I gave 
 everything 
I could.


