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YOUR VOTE. 
YOUR 

PROFESSION.

r u informed?

AB Teachers

10:21 AM

10:23 AM

The members of Provincial 
Executive Council (PEC) make 
decisions about the business 
of the Alberta Teachers’ 
Association. Input they receive 
from you contributes to the 
voice the Association gives 
the teaching profession at the 
provincial and national levels. 
Voting in the 2017 PEC election 
is one of the most important 
opportunities you have to 
influence who will speak for you 
and your profession. Take it!

Vote online at www.teachers.ab.ca.

ELECTION REFRESH

ABteachers    @albertateachers

DISTRICT REPRESENTATIVES
ATA district representatives are provided up to half-time release to perform Council- 

related duties. District representatives’ duties include but are not limited to
• representing individual teachers and ATA locals in their geographic districts and  

presenting their views,
• participating in Council decision making,
• familiarizing themselves with the activities of ATA locals in their geographic districts and
• communicating ATA policy and activities to teachers who are members of the ATA locals 

in their geographic districts.

OPEN/UPDATE YOUR ONLINE 
ATA ACCOUNT.

An online ATA account is a must-have 
if you are to vote in the 2017 PEC elec-
tion. If you don’t have one, view our 
video demonstration or read the step-
by-step instructions. Both are posted 
on the ATA website. You might also ask 
a colleague for help because approx-
imately 70 per cent of ATA members 
already have an online ATA account.

 
The ATA is one of the most 

democratic teacher 
organizations in the country; 
voting by all members is not 
common across Canada. It is 
an important right, and you 
need to take advantage of it. 

Larry Booi 
1999–2003

 
In a democratic society  
one has a responsibility  
to vote. If you don’t vote,  

don’t gripe. 

Frank Bruseker 
2003–2009

 
You are a member, and  

by voting, you are setting  
the direction for the future  

of the organization … you are 
being an active member, as 
you committed to do when  

you were inducted. 

Carol Henderson 
2009–2013

 
Your voice will dictate what 

our leadership becomes. Your 
voice will determine who you 

will place your trust in to 
become the leaders of the 

Association and the 
profession. 

Mark Ramsankar 
2013–2017

TAKE IT FROM THEM
ATA presidents explain  
the importance of voting  

in PEC elections.
ATA PRESIDENT (one to be elected)

The ATA president is provided full-time release from teaching in order to serve at Barnett 
House, the ATA’s Edmonton headquarters. The president’s responsibilities include, but are 
not limited to, being
• official spokesperson for the Alberta Teachers’ Association;
• chief representative of the Association in dealings with provincial and national  

education stakeholders, including the Government of Alberta and the Canadian Teachers’ 
Federation; and

• chair of Provincial Executive Council.

Who votes? Active and associate ATA members in all geographic districts
Who’s running? (pictured below from left to right) Greg Jeffery, Kelly Maroney,  
Robert Twerdoclib

ATA VICE-PRESIDENT (two to be elected)
ATA vice-presidents are provided up to half-time release to perform Council-related duties. 

Vice-presidents’ duties include but are not limited to
• forming part of the delegation to meet the minister responsible for education;
• alternating months as deputy president and serving on committees, and chairing either 

the Association’s finance or resolutions committees; and
• playing a major role, along with district representatives, in communicating with teachers 

at the school level.

Who votes? Active and associate ATA members in all geographic districts

Who’s running? (pictured below from left to right) Greg Carabine, Myrna McLean,  

Jenny Regal, Jason Schilling, Diane Sellars-Myshchyshyn

5 STEPS OF ONLINE VOTING IN THE 2017 PEC ELECTION

WATCH YOUR STEP
Voting online in the 2017 PEC election at  

www.teachers.ca is done in five easy steps,  

but there are two that require close attention.

STEP 4  is where you declare your eligibility 
and select Vote to activate your ballot. Be 
sure the eligibility information you submit is 
accurate because you cannot return to this 
ATA-operated site once you select VOTE. 

STEP 5  is where you vote. Make sure you 
review your selections before you submit your 
ballot because this separate site is controlled 
by a third party, and the Association will be 
unable to retrieve your ballot.

Log into your 
online ATA 
account.

Click the “Vote 
Here” graphic on 
the homepage.

Confirm your eligibility 
information as 
provided on screen.

Declare  
your voter 
information.

Vote.

GET TO KNOW YOUR 
CANDIDATES.

As you read this, the 2017 PEC election 
candidates are likely travelling to, or 
campaigning at, one of the 10 teachers’ 
conventions taking place in our prov-
ince until March 10. If you are unable 
to catch them on the convention floor, 
visit the ATA website. Their election 
platforms are posted in print and video. 
You might also want to check with your 
ATA local to see if they will be hosting 
a candidates’ forum.

REVIEW THE VOTING 
INSTRUCTIONS.

On Feb. 28, voting instructions will be 
mailed to ATA school representatives at 
all Alberta schools with three or more 
teachers on staff. Teachers not based 
in a school and those at schools with 
two or fewer teachers will have voting 
instructions mailed to their homes.

If you don’t receive your set of  
voting instructions within a reasonable 
number of days after the mailing date,  
you may contact the ATA (email  
laura.harris@ata.ab.ca) or visit the ATA 
website, where a version of the instruc-
tions will be posted online.

PLAN GROUP ACTIVITIES.
If you are an ATA school representative, 
you may want to use the ATA portion of 
your school staff meeting to gather your 
colleagues and, as a group, do any of the 
previously mentioned activities. Maybe 
use your school’s computer lab to host 
an online ATA account sign-up event, 
view candidate speech videos or have a 
voting party. Even if you aren’t a school 
representative, you can still gather col-
leagues and do these activities together.

VOTE. 
PEC members bring the voices of teachers from across the province to the Alberta 
Teachers’ Association, which makes their collective voice heard at provincial, na-
tional and international levels. The members of PEC are teachers who, like you, 
are committed to doing what is best for teachers and students. Please take the 
time to support the candidates who are standing for election in order to support 
you and your profession. Voting opens March 13 at 8 a.m. and remains open 24/7 
until March 20 at 5 p.m.

it’s go time!

AB Teachers

8:10 AM

8:11 AM

TIPS FOR ENGAGING IN ATA DEMOCRACY 

Elections are the cornerstone of any democracy, and that holds true for the PEC 
elections conducted by the Alberta Teachers’ Association. Of course, what makes 

for an effective ATA democracy is an engaged membership. Here are five things you 
can do to engage in your 2017 PEC election.

VOTING OPENS MARCH 13 AT 8 a.m.  |  VOTING CLOSES MARCH 20 AT 5 p.m.

CALGARY CITY GEOGRAPHIC 
DISTRICT (three to be elected)
Who’s running?  
Joanne Boissonneault, Heide Doppmeier, 
Kathy Hoehn, Kent Kinsman

CENTRAL GEOGRAPHIC DISTRICT 
(one to be elected)

Who’s running? Jere Geiger, Kim Mason

EDMONTON MCMURRAY GEOGRAPHIC  
DISTRICT (three to be elected)

Who’s running? Nancy Ball, Darrin  
Bauer, Markiana Cyncar-Hryschuk, Carmen 
Glossop, Patrick Johner 

NORTH WEST GEOGRAPHIC DISTRICT 
(one to be elected)

Who’s running? Lori Cox, Peter Mackay,  
Lori Szmul

Who votes? 

To see candidates in your district — just 
click this picture on the ATA home page.


